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What is National Public Lands Day?

National Public Lands Day is the largest single day of volunteering in the
United States! It was started in 1994 by the National Environmental
Education Foundation (NEEF) to encourage more people to get outside and
improve public lands. Public lands are lands that are owned by the
government--think national, state, and even local county parks. National
Public Lands Day is a "Fee-Free Day", so all National Parks will be free to visit!

How can you get involved?

This day is all about getting outside and volunteering, which
means to help with or work on something for without getting
paid. If you want to find a volunteer event near you, try using

this website. You can also check with local volunteer
organizations and parks to see if they are hosting any events
like clean-ups or tree plantings! Volunteering is essential to the
conservation of public lands. Conservation means to protect
resources for future use.

Activities for National Public Lands Day

e Once you are at you national, state or local park, use the Native Land
website to see what indigenous peoples used to or currently live in the
area. Indigenous means native, so indigenous people were the ones
who lived somewhere before non-native people moved in. Their history is
important to many national and state parks. If you can, ask a park ranger
about the indigenous history of the park!

e Complete the nature scavenger hunt on the next page! Taking the time to
look carefully around the park is a good way to notice things you might
miss otherwise.

e (Create a "thank you" card for the parks! Draw a picture or scene from
your favorite park, and write a message about why you're thankful for
public lands. You can give this card to a park ranger or keep it as a
reminder for yourself.



https://www.neefusa.org/npld-event-search
https://native-land.ca/

PARK SCAVENGER HUNT

Remember to follow all park rules, stay on trails, and
do not touch, approach, or feed any wildlife!




