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Dedicated to the protection and restoration of the ecosystems of the  

Umpqua Watershed and beyond through education, training and advocacy. 
Our Mission: 

UMPQUA WATERSHEDS  

Celebrating 20 Years as the Voice of the Voiceless 

     In 1995, amid bumper stickers like “Sierra Clubbers, Kiss 
My Axe”, and boxes of “Spotted Owl Helper” on the shelves of 
local gun shops, Penny Lind, Jim Ince, Jim Kauppila and I 
signed the Articles of Incorporation for Umpqua Watersheds, 
Inc.  There would be no going back.   

     Jim Ince became our first president from 1995-96 and I held 
that job from 1996-1998 (and again in 2009-2013).  Penny suc-
ceeded me as president, and then went on to become our first 
Executive Director.  Jim K. spent several of the early years as a 
board member and officer before moving out of the area.  Other 
early coconspirators on the first UW board included Francis 
Eatherington (who would go on to become our first paid em-
ployee as Forest Monitor), Richard Chasm, Patrick Starnes, 
John Lind, Bob Allen, Bob Hoehne, and David Parker.  We met 
in secret in our living rooms -- a small but resolute group of 
activists in marathon 6 hour meetings to protect what stands of 
old growth forests were still left on the Umpqua.  That did not 
make us popular in the “Timber Capitol of the World”. 

     Working with Diana Wales and other brilliant attorneys, we 
used the Freedom of Information Act to challenge the Forest 
Service and the BLM when they weren’t following the newly 
adopted Northwest Forest Plan.  To our astonishment, and to the 

consternation of the Timber establishment and entrenched 
interests in the BLM and Forest Service, we began stop-
ping old growth timber sales.  None of us knew then that 
southern Oregon would soon become ground zero in the 
“Forest Wars”, and that this new law and the resolve of 
our young organization were both about to be severely 
tested.  

     The following year brought us the infamous “Salvage 
Rider” legislation that tore both our community and irre-
placeable ancient forests apart.  In contrast to its Orwelli-
an name, this innocuous sounding amendment allowed 
the clearcutting of perfectly healthy stands of centuries-
old trees.  When we began to bring photos, videos and 
data to the media and our lawmakers, news of the crisis 
spread, and environmental activists from around the re-
gion began to focus on the Umpqua.   

     The local Opinion Page became a viper pit of rhetori-
cal venom.  Lives and livelihoods were threatened, and 
the atmosphere of intimidation was palpable.  Rallies 
were staged, roads were blockaded, arrests were made, 
and all hell broke loose in the woods. 

     And CNN, the Washington Post, and the L.A. Times 
were all there. 

     When the dust from demonstrations, chainsaws, and 
political mud wrestling had settled, hundreds of acres of 
pristine ancient forest did NOT fall, and are still standing 
proud today.  And just as importantly, that struggle and 
others soon to follow led to a sea-change in the attitude of 
the American public toward its ancient forests.  Once they 
learned that their priceless natural heritage was being sold 
to the highest bidder, Americans increasingly demanded a 
stop to old growth logging.  Politicians listened, and the 
courts largely agreed. 

     Looking back 20 years later, the emergence of UW 
coincided with the beginning of the end of significant old 
growth logging on public forests in the west.  Easing 
pressure on native forests has allowed us to broaden our 
scope as we spend more of our energy creating proactive 
solutions and less energy reacting to bad management 
practices.  

     While our Conservation program continues to stand 
watch over our forests and rivers, our Conservation and 

March, 1996. Activists confer with law enforcement officers shortly before defy-
ing the road closure leading to several arrests at Black Cr., Umpqua NF . 
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Get Involved! Join a Commi�ee. 

Educa�on Commiee Mee�ngs 

When: 2nd Tuesday of Every Month, 6:30pm 

Where: Umpqua Watersheds Office, Downtown Roseburg  

Contact: Ken Carloni - ken.carloni@gmail.com 

Restora�on Commiee Mee�ngs 

When: 3rd Tuesday of Every Month, 5:00pm 

Where: McMenamin's Roseburg Sta5on Pub  

Contact: Stan Petrowski - Stanley@surcp.org  

Outreach Commiee Mee�ngs 

When: Last Wednesday of Every Month, 5:00pm 

Where: Umpqua Watersheds Office, Downtown Roseburg 

Contact: Kasey Hovik - kasey@umpqua-watersheds.org 

Wild On Wilderness Commiee Mee�ngs 

When: Last Wednesday of Every Month, 6:00pm 

Where: Umpqua Watersheds Office, Downtown Roseburg 

Contact: Bob Hoehne - oho937@hotmail.com 

Join Radio Free Roseburg! 

Tired of hearing Rush Limbaugh and his like mind-

ed compatriots dominate the local airwaves? 

Some day soon you can tune into 93.3 and hear a 

better version of reality! Umpqua Watersheds 

has obtained a license from the FCC for a low 

wattage radio station.  We have a LOT of work to 

do if  we want to create a progressive, conserva-

tion minded voice in our community.  We are cre-

ating an exploratory com-

mittee to explore what we 

need to do to move forward. 

Contact our office 541-672-

7065 and let us know if you 

would like to participate! 

Education programs have blossomed into highly effective 
enterprises.  UW spent the first decade of its existence say-
ing no to old growth logging and the liquidation of our for-
ests to enrich a privileged few -- now we are saying yes to 
resource management methods that put restoration first 
while providing good jobs to local citizens.  We are saying 
yes to the youth of the Umpqua who are looking for training 
and educational opportunities that will give them the re-
sources they will need to make a difference in the world 
they will inherit from us.  And we are saying yes to partner-
ships with the agencies that used to sit on the opposite side 
of the negotiating table. 

     Those of us who lived through those early struggles, and 
those who have more recently joined our movement, can be 
rightfully proud of our past and present accomplishments.  
Throughout this year and next, Umpqua Watersheds will be 
celebrating the 20 year anniversaries of many of those mile-
stones.  We will start with a retrospective video of images 
and interviews at our annual banquet on March 14th.  We 
will follow that up with presentations and hikes to mark the 
anniversaries of pivotal events over the next year, so stay 
tuned to future newsletters and Watershed Moments emails 
for dates and times. 

     And to all of you who have put your shoulders to the 
wheel in the last two decades to give voice to the myriad 
voiceless threads in the interconnected web of life, we offer 
our profound gratitude. 

 

Ken Carloni 

Education Committee Chair 

Protest rally at a roadblock near a proposed “Salvage Rider” sale on the 

Umpqua Na5onal Forest. 
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From the President 

 This year is stacking up to be one of the best in 

Umpqua Watersheds’ history. Our office has been buzzing 

with ac.vity. You can feel the grassroots energy picking up.  

Our AmeriCorps, Katrina Keleher, is carrying on with educa-

.on and volunteer outreach in the community.  Our collabo-

ra.on with youth in the community through the “Learn, Earn 

and Serve “ program is entering the 4th year and con.nues to 

get be@er each year.   We con.nue to partner with UCC with 

the Natural Resources program developing and commencing 

this fall.  I hope you reach out to us and let us know how we 

can bring your energy into our organiza.on. 

 This year appears to be bringing many issues of our 

community to the front burner. Your presence or comments 

for issues such as the fate of the Elliot State Forest, the Jor-

dan Cove/Pacific Connector Liquefied Natural Gas Pipeline, 

Oregon and California (BLM) lands plan revision, Umpqua 

Na.onal Forest Travel Management Plan, suppor.ng Mildred 

Kanipe Park, restora.on and educa.onal ac.vi.es, and many 

more. Please find a way to help your community by dona.ng 

or volunteering with Umpqua Watersheds. Be a part of our 

history and vision for the future.  

 The banquet is approaching and it will be a ‘not-to-

be missed’ celebra.on. For our main presenta.on we will 

have a special video compiling the history of Umpqua Water-

sheds with great stories from the past by Umpqua Water-

sheds members of the last 20 years.  

This will be a one-.me airing, so 

please purchase your .ckets today! 

 See you at the Banquet, 

Thomas McGregor 

President, Umpqua Watersheds Inc. 

AmeriCorps Voice 

By Katrina Keleher 

     The K-12 educa.on world 

of Umpqua Watersheds has 

been a very busy place these 

past few months! We have 

been engaging youth across 

Douglas County every day M-

F with various environmental 

programs. We have a wonderful, dedicated cohort of stu-

dents and community volunteers involved in our educa.onal 

programming (including several UW members!), and I am so 

grateful for everything they are doing. We are always looking 

for volunteers so if you, or someone you know, would be 

interested in a@ending a Science Friday, Forest Thursday, or 

Science Olympiad event, be sure to get in touch with one of 

us here at UW. 

     UW’s very own Science Friday program began its 2015 

season in early January and it has been a major success thus 

far. We have engaged over 20 youth from McGovern Ele-

mentary School in Winston with weekly environmental sci-

ence topics. The students have thus far learned about water 

chemistry, the water cycle, weather and climate, and the 

carbon cycle. The coming months will involve lessons in for-

est ecology and food webs as well as lessons to develop skills 

in tree iden.fica.on and measurement, forest , compass 

naviga.on, renewable energies, GPS techniques, map read-

ing and more. 

     Douglas High School in Winston engages in a yearly Sci-

ence Olympiad and the team has had a very produc.ve and 

fulfilling few months.  We are gearing up for the State Sci-

ence Olympiad tournament at Oregon State University this 

April. Local professors, parents, and community members 

have been volunteering as mentors and coaches to the team, 

and the students have been puJng in a remarkable effort to 

hone their scien.fic skills. 

     The McGovern Elementary School 5
th

 grade Watershed 

tour will be con.nuing this month with a trip to the Rose-

burg Urban Sanitary Authority, where the students will learn 

about the natural wastewater treatment facility within the 

plant. The students will detail what they learn with a field 

notebook during the trip so that they can teach their family 

and friends about the wastewater component of their water-

shed. 

     For more detailed stories from our educa.on happenings, 

check out our blog tab of our educa.on blog at: 

www.umpquaeduca.on.wordpress.com! 

�is could be your last newsletter! 

Unless you are receiving this newsletter as a complimentary 

copy, you may not receive the next one unless you renew your 

membership.  Don’t miss out! support Umpqua Watersheds 

today! 

SAVE THE DATE!   

Umpqua Watersheds Annual Banquet 

and Auction. 

March 14, 2015  

Umpqua Community College 

Items are needed for the auction.  

Contact Umpqua Watersheds to donate. 
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 Twenty years:  Yes, as 

unse@ling as the swiM passage of 

that much .me feels for some of us, it has certainly been an 

evenNul twenty years since the formal organiza.on of our own 

Umpqua Watersheds!  And considering that we are located 

smack dab in the middle of the self-proclaimed “.mber capital 

of the na.on,” UW's many accomplishments are encouraging 

and, dare I say, inspiring indeed.  Past and present board mem-

bers and volunteers, those valued and great-souled compan-

ions who gave their best while serving in some capacity for 

UW, are reason to be proud and even hopeful. 

 In an ideal world, our degraded watersheds and the 

streams and rivers that drain and grace them would all be pro-

tected and/or restored by this late date.  However, as each of 

us is only too well aware, it is the real world we live in and not 

some utopia.  Significant ba@les to slow, halt and reverse envi-

ronmental assaults upon our beloved and precious natural sur-

roundings s.ll hang very much in the balance.  Without a doubt 

there have been some successes.  A number of ill-conceived 

and short-sighted agency management proposals have been 

challenged and defeated or at least modified for the be@er.  

The Northwest Forest Plan and its Aqua.c Conserva.on Strate-

gy have provided a regulatory framework for the restora.on of 

habitats and the species that depend upon them.  Some of 

these species are listed as threatened or endangered.  Power-

ful forces are afoot in our na.on and region that clamor for 

severe modifica.on and even the elimina.on of these bench-

mark protec.ons, so cri.cal to the recovery of our landscapes 

and their denizens.  The Endangered Species Act itself, bulwark 

against ex.nc.on, trembles in the cross hairs as well. 

  AMer the passage of twenty years of environmental 

engagement, educa.on, restora.on and advocacy, we believe 

it is fair to envision UW's efforts as a long journey; a journey 

with a beginning, yes, but, if history is any guide, one without a 

definite end.  Every success seems to a@ract a new challenge:  

the world does not stop its turning, nor do many of the power-

ful and well-heeled renounce their misguided, oMen self-

serving machina.ons simply because we, the caring and dedi-

cated people of Umpqua Watersheds, do not subscribe to 

them.  Vigilant, hard-working, fearless communi.es such as 

ours are the best an.dote to the poison of greed and the ab-

ject servility and environmental blindness that derives from 

that uncivil and regre@able state of mind and ac.on.  Despite 

the blast of such headwinds, we may not indulge in discourage-

ment and admit defeat, ever.  We hold the future of our own 

species in our hands and that of every species struggling to 

survive on earth today.  At .mes this responsibility can feel like 

a heavy load, indeed.  And yet, with many hands, shoulders and 

backs to liM and help carry, it is a load we can and must bear. 

 At present, the effort to stop the Jordan Cove Lique-

fac.on Plant at North Bend and its a@endant, 231 mile long, 

three foot diameter high pressure gas line are among the 

heaviest environmental weights we are wrestling with today.  

The room at the December 9, 2014 Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) hearing at Umpqua Community College’s 

Lang Center was filled and overflowing with concerned com-

munity members. While a few industry advocates spoke in 

favor of the project, by far most witnesses a@acked the inade-

quacies of FERC's DraM Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS) with vigor.  

  Environmental impacts such as the planned assaults 

on the riparian zones of the many rivers and streams the pipe-

line would cross; extensive clear cuJng of the right of way, 

some.mes through old growth and other stands listed as habi-

tat cri.cal to the survival of endangered species, and direct 

and indirect impacts on climate change were all decried.  Giv-

en the ever present hazard of land slides in the Coast Range 

and the predic.ons of a Cascadia Subduc.on Zone earthquake 

of great magnitude, existen.al safety concerns were voiced by 

members of UW and others in a@endance.  A subsequent in-

forma.onal mee.ng, sponsored by the Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ), the Oregon Department of Land 

Conserva.on and Development (DLCD) and the Army Corps of 

Engineers was also well a@ended.  On this occasion, virtually 

no one spoke in favor of the LNG project.  Many, on the other 

hand, including several members of UW, opposed and con-

demned it. And perhaps the most eloquent of all speakers 

were the youthful members of UW who will have the health of 

the planet stolen from them in the bargain. 

 On another front, the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) is due to release a draM of their Resource Management 

Plan (RMP) some.me in the next few weeks. The RMP pur-

ports to supply the framework for BLM proposals for “forest 

management” going forward.  BLM’s last and failed itera.on, 

the Western Oregon Plan Revision (WOPR), was known deri-

sively as the “Whopper.”  UW hopes for an environmentally 

sound outcome, but we are ready for any challenges ahead.  

We have a@ended several BLM listening sessions, expressed 

our views and submi@ed extensive comments and sugges-

.ons.  We realize that extrac.ve processes and the pressure to 

produce revenue oMen take precedence over habitat conser-

va.on and restora.on concerns.  In addi.on, the Forest Ser-

vice is commencing a similar broad and long term planning 

process for our region and, as with the BLM, much is at stake, 

from species recovery to carbon sequestra.on. 

 These and many other poten.ally disastrous out-

comes set in mo.on by powerful forces are let loose on our 

already beleaguered watersheds.  Now more than ever, is the 

.me to stand up and resist, as much as one is able.  UW's an-

nual banquet and silent auc.on is fast approaching.  Gather up 

your good ideas, your valuable encouragement, your strength 

and your loose change and plan on being there.  Together we 

can do great good.  We must. 

Conservation Corner  

by Joseph Patrick Quinn 
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Restoration Committee 
“Protect the Best, Restore the Rest” 

Stanley Petrowski 

Umpqua Watersheds  

Restora.on Chair / Vice President 

Quick Turns by a Large Ship, a Safe Journey 

Does Not Make 

     Umpqua Watersheds has long had restora.on ecology as a 

central component of its vision and purpose for being. Renew-

ing the mismanaged landscapes of our beau.ful region really 

did have to take the proverbial “back seat” with regard to ac-

.vely pursuing restora.on projects -- for a long .me. Those who 

nurtured a passion for our natural environs have been, and s.ll 

are, very busy defending what remains of the natural infrastruc-

ture that provides us with clean air, pure water and healing for 

our souls. It is .me consuming defending nature.  

     Those who have been “nature's defenders” always remem-

ber the intrinsic value of healthy wildlands; these folks are a 

part of a very long tradi.on. It wasn't un.l natural resource ex-

trac.on reached the scale of the industrial revolu.on that the 

threat of man-made ex�nc�on endangered thousands of spe-

cies and at .mes humanity itself.  The acquisi.on of exorbitant 

wealth from natural resource extrac.on can be a blinding force. 

Resis.ng it because you have vision to see the destruc.ve impli-

ca.ons of bad management prac.ces can be and has been a 

long and arduous task. In the aMer-

math of the destruc.ve techniques 

of forest management in our .mes 

there has been a burning desire to 

make things right again. Conserva-

.on and restora.on go hand in 

hand. 

     I was around when the toxic 

waste dump of Love Canal shook the 

east coast. It was an awaking that 

persists to this day. It is kept alive by 

those who remember and those who 

remind. Li@le a@en.on was being 

paid to what was going on in the 

forests of the far western parts of 

our country in those days. Li@le was 

known of the tragedy that was play-

ing out in the wild lands of the west. 

The machinery and technology that 

once empowered the USA to fight a 

world war was now being directed 

toward clear cuJng the forests and 

inadvertently wiping out ecological 

processes on the landscape. It was being done to feed the 

insa.able hunger of our post war country to build, build, 

build and for a select few - to become wealthy in the pro-

cess. We see the legacy of it all around us today with the 

worst of it s.ll legally taking place on industrial .mber lands 

as a result of the Oregon Forest Prac.ces Act.  

     The persistence of many of the membership of Umpqua 

Watersheds to support and sustain the organiza.on with 

funds and untold volunteer hours is a tes.mony of hope for 

all.  Because of it we are now able to explore the long road of 

restora.on ecology as well as defend what remains. Another 

powerful posi.ve force in our society is a growing awareness 

that our interface with the forest and streams does not have 

to be degrading. We can discover how to live in this world 

taking and giving back without destroying it. Although many 

would like to portray the conserva.on community as a de-

struc.ve and disrup.ve force, the case is not so when it 

comes to doing things the right way in forest management.  

There are a lot of strong science based arguments to be 

made on behalf of conserva.on and restora.on. A lot of 

.me and effort related to sound ecology and forest manage-

ment has been invested by Umpqua Watersheds as an or-

ganiza.on. 

Sincere, Open and Ready to Roll-The Restora5on Com-

mi�ee 

     To genuinely raise the level of environmental health in our 

forests requires community involvement. In the polarized 

social climate of Douglas County, 

Oregon that may seem like a difficult 

element to achieve. There is com-

mon ground on which to engage our 

communi.es. Hardly anyone I've 

met of any persuasion would deny 

the healthful benefit of going into 

the wildlands and leaving the world 

behind for a day or a season. At a 

minimum, even those who do not 

partake of such luxuries, have a 

sense that personal contact with 

nature nurtures us and is therapeu-

.c. And what about the huge invest-

ment folks of all world views have 

made to spend .me on a river or 

stream fishing or watching the maj-

esty of our salmon runs?  

     One of the greatest difficul.es 

that we face is the odd percep.on 

that conserva.on organiza.ons, and 

Umpqua Watersheds in par.cular, 

are not a construc.ve part of our 
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communi.es. It is oMen said that we are the people of “NO!” It 

is true that we are in opposi.on to damaging management 

prac.ces in our watersheds. That is where the big “NO” ends.  

     On the other hand, there are things that need and should be 

done when interfacing with the landscape whether for conser-

va.on, restora.on or management in general. It is not true 

that Umpqua Watersheds is uncoopera.ve. From its incep.on, 

Umpqua Watersheds has appealed for dialog. Countless volun-

teer hours and miles of travel have been a huge part of our 

effort to sit at the table and find a way for everyone to mutual-

ly discover the right thing to do and then to actually do it. Over 

the years we have met with the County and Federal agencies 

and invested much .me and a@en.on. This oMen unsung effort 

rarely receives a men.on, but it is a cri.cal part of our desire 

to prac.cally illustrate the fact that we are people of place. We 

live here. We are a part of the nature that surrounds us. We 

want to live in a strong and healthy community, find a way to 

effec.vely communicate that desire, and make it real. We are 

commi@ed and engaged. 

The Elk Creek Project-The first of its kind in the Umpqua 

     As Chair of the restora.on commi@ee I will confess that at 

the onset of the Elk Creek South Umpqua Restora.on Project 

my level of naiveté was deep and the scope of the learning 

curve was more challenging than I had envisioned. A funda-

mental premise to start with was that there was a be@er way 

to intervene in forest processes in order to restore and operate 

in the landscape of Matrix Lands and likewise an appropriate 

method of human interven.on in Late Successional Reserves. 

We as an organiza.on believe that is true. All that we needed 

was a sound science based understanding of what it would 

take to raise the level of healthy natural func.on on the land-

scape and allow the rich treasures of a vibrant forest to express 

themselves. Nature can be quite resilient and generous if not 

taken advantage of and given half a chance. Many socie.es 

around the world have proven it .me and again. Sound science 

and the collabora.ve process would be the founda.on for our 

ac.ons and we would do our best to go above and beyond the 

call of duty to minimize any damage resul.ng from our foot-

print. 

     What I didn't realize was that the human factor would be so 

vola.le. There is a lot of iner.a to overcome. My assump.on 

was that we, as a society, had matured in our understanding of 

the importance of nature, in its func.on to provide us with a 

healthy environment - the environment we all share. We could 

find common ground to go forward.   

     I learned, to my dismay, that it is not always the case. The 

en.re issue of forest and water resource management has 

been extremely polarized socially and poli.cally. The corporate 

bo@om line or the need for folks to just get by was blinding 

peoples’ eyes. Yet, with the help of our sister conserva.on 

organiza.ons and commi@ed agency folks (with con.nued 

efforts to engage various industry personnel) we have made 

progress.   

     The Tiller, Oregon collabora.ve facilitated by the South 

Umpqua Rural Community Partnership, with the US Forest Ser-

vice, conserva.on partners and grassroots community par.ci-

pa.on, has been a great tool for Umpqua Watersheds to imple-

ment some of our restora.on solu.ons. AMer a long slow start 

with barriers and disrup.ons from forest fires to Federal policy 

changes, our partners in the Forest Service at the Tiller Ranger 

District are comple.ng NEPA work, preliminary ac.on plan and 

project proposal for the Elk Creek project. The project is finally 

coming to frui.on. 

     The scoping and comment period for the project is finishing 

up as of the publishing of this ar.cle. All of the ground work 

and scru.ny of objec.ves is paying off. It is not what we would 

consider the perfect plan, but it is darn close. If it were some-

how possible we would like to see a greater funding investment 

in monitoring the impact of our restora.on ac.vi.es post treat-

ment. Each ecological zone of our region is unique and requires 

observa.ons of management impact if we are going to be gen-

uine in our restora.on effort. You can assist in this aspect of 

our commitment to the project by communica.ng with Forest 

Service personnel that you want to see monitoring expanded in 

the project. Currently we are specifically watching the water-

shed's prey base, oak meadow habitat and water quality. The 

prey base study needs to be expanded. The oak meadow resto-

ra.on needs avian monitoring in par.cular. Water quality is the 

one area that we feel is truly carefully being watched by mul.-

ple partners in the collabora.ve.  

     This type of project is one of a kind in the Umpqua. The pio-

neering effort of Umpqua Na.onal Forest staff and the Tiller 

Ranger District in par.cular has been exemplary. They have 

gone out of their way to innovate and accommodate the inter-

ests of the collabora.ve partners. The Na.onal Forest Founda-

.on, through the support of the Umpqua Na.onal Forest line 

officers, has empowered the Tiller community grassroots effort 

to succeed. We would like to see greater meaningful dialog 

with the lumber mills in our a@empt to get past the deadlocks 

and intense history of conflict in preceding years to actually 

effect real change. We are hoping that the Elk Creek project will 

open new vistas in coopera.on and mutually beneficial experi-

ence in restoring health to geographic confines of the Umpqua 

Basin.  

     Please meet with us to discuss where we hope to go in our 

efforts. Our restora.on commi@ee mee.ngs convene on the 

third Tuesday of every month unless otherwise no.fied. Con-

tact Alan Bunce at the Umpqua Watersheds office to be put on 

our Watersheds Moments email list for update and announce-

ments. Join us in the next 20 years of our ongoing work. 
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Welcome to Douglas County – Spray 

Capital of Oregon 

By Lisa Arkin, Executive Director of Beyond Toxics (a non-profit dedicat-

ed to environmental health)  

     Douglas County has long been known as “The Timber Capi-

tal of the World.” For 20 years now, since its inception, Umpqua 

Watersheds has been pointing out the glaring environmental 

impacts associated with the poor management practices of indus-

trialized timber harvest. Recently, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration (NOAA) ruled that the State of Oregon is not doing 

enough to protect the water quality of coastal, salmon-bearing 

streams. They’ve told Oregon officials that they need to tighten 

regulations on non-point source, or runoff-related, pollution. 

Nonpoint pollution comes from a broad range of human activi-

ties, including agriculture, grazing, urban development and for-

estry.   

     In regards to Oregon’s Forest Practices Act, the Federal Gov-

ernments disapproval cited four forestry-specific areas that need 

to be addressed:   

Protecting small- and medium-sized streams 

Addressing runoff from logging roads, including older 

“legacy” roads. 

Protecting waterways from landslides. 

Minimizing forestry-related pesticides’ impact on 

streams. 

      Most people in the Umpqua basin are aware of spraying in 

our area, but many are unaware of the magnitude or potential 

dangers involved. Data shows that Douglas County leads the rest 

of the State in pesticide applications by a large margin, with over 

13,000 applications in the last ten years.  

In an attempt to bring pesticide awareness to our area, UW will 

welcome a panel of experts to speak at a community event at the 

D.C. Library, 6:30pm, April 8th. Invited speakers include: Beyond 

Toxics, Crag Law Center, Healthy Environmental Action League 

(HEAL), Oregon Health Authority, & Oregon Dept. of Forestry. 

Below is a letter from Lisa Arkin of Beyond Toxics, who will be 

presenting at the meeting. 

Aerial Herbicide Spraying is a Growing Concern in Com-

munities, Courts and Government 

One year ago Beyond Toxics received calls from folks in the 

Gold Beach area asking for help. On October 16, 2013, more 

than thirty people, including elders and small children, were 

made sick from exposure to a concoction of chemicals sprayed 

by helicopter on nearby forest land.  The fire chief went the 

emergency room coughing up blood, a physician sought help at 

the hospital for severe abdominal pain, a father missed three 

days of work from debilitating asthma attacks and a baby vomited 

throughout the night.  

     These accounts are galvanizing rural communities throughout 

the state. People are stepping forward to launch rural partnerships 

to learn more about aerial herbicide sprays and health. With one 

shared vision, that of protecting rural communities from pesticide 

drift, joint efforts have advanced to a statewide movement to 

change forestry laws and protect homes and drinking water.   

     With the brave help of many rural Beyond Toxic members, the 

narratives of people from Gold Beach, Cedar Valley, Triangle 

Lake, Rockaway Beach, Florence, Tiller and other communities are 

coming to light. More than twenty news stories have been pub-

lished from The Oregonian in Portland to Washington D.C. 

     Beyond Toxics is working closely with legislators to introduce a 

bill to protect homes, schools and the headwaters of drinking wa-

ter streams from aerial pesticide drift.  In 2014, four separate hear-

ings were held in the Oregon Senate on the subject of forestry and 

herbicides.  In September, the Oregon Department of Agriculture 

was called before the senators to defend the agency’s mishandling 

of the pesticide investigation in Gold Beach! 

     Beyond Toxics is also helping seventeen Curry County resi-

dents file a constitutional challenge to Oregon’s ‘Right to Farm and 

Forest’ law. This unfair law grants immunity to pesticide sprayers 

when they engage in chemical trespass.  These rural Oregonians 

seek to uphold their constitutional rights to be safe on their own 

property, and to drink clean water and breathe clean air. 

     Legislative and legal challenges are supported by rural Orego-

nians throughout the state. At least 350 people attended communi-

ty town halls in Curry, Lincoln, Lane and Tillamook counties to 

discuss the concerns about forestry herbicides. In October, 500 

people flocked to the “Herbicides and Health Conference,” co-

sponsored by the University of Oregon and Beyond Toxics.  From 

that gathering, there will be a new statement of principles to guide 

communities in Oregon to end chemical trespass.  

     In Oregon, clear-cut logging is paired with the practice of heli-
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copters spraying chemical tank mixtures of herbicides, petroleum 

oil and surfactants from the air.  According to the report in The 

Oregonian, Douglas County has the highest rate of aerial pesticide 

sprays in the entire state (10/23/2014). Do you want to learn 

more about the issue, or share your story?  Come join us at our 

April 8th, 2015 town hall meeting at the Douglas County Library in 

Roseburg, OR., at 6:30pm, or call Beyond Toxics to schedule a 

meeting in your watershed!   

Wild On Wilderness—

by Bob Hoehne 

     The goal of the Umpqua 

Watershed's Wild on 

Wilderness committee is to 

designate more wilderness in 

the Umpqua National 

Forest. Since 1984, there has 

been no new wilderness 

designations in the Umpqua National Forest.  Today, 

there are three designated wilderness areas in the 

Umpqua National Forest:  Boulder Creek, Rogue-

Umpqua Divide and Mt. Theilsen, thanks to the 

Umpqua Wilderness Defenders, a former 

conservation group.  Back in the 1980's and the 

1990's the Umpqua Valley Audubon Society and 

Umpqua Watersheds successfully kept some timber 

sales from going forward due to fish and wildlife 

concerns.  These sales were in some of the last of 

these wild areas. If we had not stopped these timber 

sales then, we would not have any proposed 

wilderness areas today.  

     When UW hired Francis Eatherington and other 

staff to monitor timber sales, a few board members of 

UW formed a committee to watch over the wild 

roadless areas that were left.  The public had become 

aware of the importance of these last remaining wild 

areas, specifically the cold clean water coming out 

of them for drinking water and for healthy fish 

runs.  Oregon Wild is credited with the idea to 

"Adopt A Wilderness".  This great idea provided a 

way for people to connect with these areas, monitor 

and map them and stay updated on key 

issues.  Organizations and friends of the forest hiked 

and photographed and researched these areas. A 

slide show was put together using some of the 

research and photos from the folks that had adopted 

the wild areas.   

     The first slide show was at the Douglas County 

Library. UW presented photos and updated 

information regarding the last of these beautiful wild 

areas. Slides showing hiking in and flying over the 

areas up and along the North Umpqua River showed 

the beautiful views of the Bulldog Rock area, Twin 

lakes, Limpy Rock, and MT. Bailey; then pictures 

followed back down the South Umpqua River showing 

images of the 850 year old tree in the beautiful Last 

Creek Area and Donegan Prairie. The special values 

of the areas were highlighted throughout the slide 

show, endangered flowers, pictures of spring chinook 

in the upper South Umpqua River and hidden water 

falls. Most presentations featured an expert in a 

variety of topics: fish biology, wilderness economics, 

wilderness specialists, Native Americans, Forest 

Service recreation, climate science, and wildlife 

biology.  

     At one point, a group of women from Umpqua 

Watersheds formed a group called Women of 

Wilderness.  Later, the Roadless Committee merged 

with the Women of Wilderness group and became The 

Wild on Wilderness (WOW) committee. After much 

work, such as signing up business supporters, leading 

hikes, presenting around the state, and gathering 

research data, Umpqua Watersheds and the WOW 

Committee launched the Wild Umpqua Wilderness 

Campaign for permanent protection of the roadless 

areas in the Umpqua National Forest.  We took the 

slide show around the state.   

 “Wilderness Bob” 

Mount �ielsen Wilderness, Oregon 
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     We then decided to join Oregon Wild to include 

Crater Lake National Park and the headwaters of the 

Rogue, Klamath, and Umpqua Rivers to form the 

current Crater Lake Wilderness Proposal.  More work 

and research was conducted to educate ourselves and 

the public about the larger area of wilderness.  At this 

point, UW and WOW committee had not days but 

years of hard work ahead for many, many volunteers 

and staff.  Thanks to Patagonia, UW and WOW have 

hired a part time Crater Lake Wilderness Proposal 

coordinator. This is great news!  

     One of their first jobs will be organizing and 

promoting a joint Crater Lake Wilderness forum. On 

April 16th at 7:00 pm at the Douglas County 

Library, Roseburg,  Umpqua Watersheds and our 

partners in the Crater Lake Wilderness 

Campaign:  Oregon Wild, Crater Lake Institute, 

Environment Oregon and the National Park 

Conservation Association, will be giving an 

informational presentation on the Crater Lake 

Wilderness Proposal.   

Motivations for this wilderness proposal are clear: love 

and respect for this beautiful land and future 

generations, jobs and the economy, wildlife, and 

(most important) clean, cold water for fish and 

drinking.  

     It has been over 30 years since there has been any 

wilderness designation in the Umpqua. Please 

consider becoming part of this exci.ng wilderness 

proposal and make more history with us.  

The State of the Beaver 2015 Conference 
February 18th, 19th and 20th 2015 
We need water! We want our native salmon runs back! And we 
want them for less cost, no additional taxes and less paper 
work! Welcome to the State of the Beaver 2015 Confer-
ence where we will learn to work with beavers to gain their 
benefits and minimize the problems they can cause. 

Follow any of the links on this page to learn more concerning 
the February 18th, 19th and 20th 2015, conference focused on 
Castor canadensis. Direct all questions concerning the confer-
ence to either stanley@surcp.org or beavers@surcp.org. We 
will reply as soon as possible. 

Friends of Mildred Kanipe Park Update—by Celia Sco� 

Some extremely exci.ng things have already been happening 

aMer the successful campaign waged last year by Friends and 

many others, including Umpqua Watersheds, to raise $65,000 

as part of the cost of building a campground at Kanipe.  Coun-

ty workers toiled through soggy condi.ons to finish a very nice 

road and construct the campsites. The Roseburg chapter of 

Oregon Equestrian Trails dug a ditch for the water line from 

the well at the historic schoolhouse to the campground. The 

fire pits are being constructed by the Wolf Creek Job Corps.  

Kanipe Park is eligible for the approximately $800/RV site/year 

reimbursement from the state for finishing the campground 

before the end of 2014. Campground should be open for this 

season. 

In coopera.on with other organiza.ons, including UW, we are 

applying for a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 

Math) Hub grant. We plan to provide field experience in hy-

drology and noxious weed ID and eradica.on with local high 

school students in an extended learning experience encom-

passing leadership and mentoring skills, research skills, and 

informed career choice informa.on.  

In November 2014, 

Friends learned that 

Restore Oregon 

listed Mildred’s 

home as one of 

2015’s Oregon’s 

Most Endangered 

Places. Go to re-

storeoregon.org to 

learn more. This 

designa.on gives 

Friends the oppor-

tunity to apply for a $2500 grant given by Restore Oregon, as 

well as one offered by Oregon State Parks and Recrea.on de-

partment. Friends and Douglas County Planning Dept. are 

working together on the la@er grant and we are excited about 

the opportunity.    

We have helped make some poli.cal inroads too. Last Fall 

applica.ons were being accepted for 3 posi.ons on the Parks 

Advisory Board (PAB) and 20 members of the community ap-

plied.  The PAB failed to acknowledge the new applicants and 

re-nominated the siJng members.  Some have been on the 

board for over 25 years .  We contacted the County Commis-

sioners office in protest.  AMer several mee.ngs with li@le 

progress on the board elec.ons, the commissioners an-

nounced that one of three posi.ons would be reserved for a 

person represen.ng the coastal part of Douglas County.  Ap-

plica.ons are s.ll being accepted and those that applied in the 

fall are also being considered so hopefully we will see the po-

si.ons filled with fresh faces.  
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Introduc5on 

Restoring abundant runs of wild Pacific salmon and anadromous trout, that is, fish spawned in natural habitat from wild par-

ents, to the rivers and streams of the Pacific Northwest and California bioregion has recently risen to the highest levels in the 

public’s consciousness. There is a@en.on from the region’s and na.on’s top elected officials, the large expenditure of public 

and private funds, and almost daily coverage in the media.  What was once primarily the subject of commerce and profession-

al debate in the region’s fishing ports and academic ins.tu.ons has blossomed spectacularly into the social, poli.cal, and eco-

nomic arenas of the en.re region – and beyond.  This a@en.on is certainly true here, in the Umpqua River basin, as well, 

where our fish runs support a mul.tude of recrea.onal and commercial enterprises and where there is concern for some 

greatly diminished popula.ons. 

 

The Umpqua has one of the most diverse popula.ons of wild salmon and searun trout in Oregon.  There exist six different 

races represen.ng four species.  These races are further distributed in sub-basin specific popula.ons (Mainstem, North, and 

South).  These are spring Chinook salmon (North and South), fall Chinook salmon (all three sub-basins), coho salmon (all three 

sub-basins), winter steelhead (all three sub-basins), summer steelhead (North), and searun cu@hroat trout (North, others?).  

In addi.on to the wild popula.ons, for all but searun cu@hroat there are ar.ficially propagated popula.ons from hatcheries.  

The following narra.ve is a general discussion of salmon and searun trout, but most of it applies to most aspects of salmon 

and steelhead management in the Umpqua. 

 

Natural History 

Pacific salmon, broadly defined to include sea-run trout, are a truly remarkable and successful group of animals.  On an evolu-

.onary .me scale, at least for teleost (bony) fishes, they are considered fairly primi.ve.  The fossil record indicates that the 

first ancestors evolved about 45 million years ago, and that current species evolved two to six million years ago.  During this 

.me period, they have endured numerous global-scale climate changes - upheavals that caused the ex.nc.on of an untold 

numbers of other species - yet they persisted, albeit not always in the same locales. 

 

Through evolu.onary processes such as natural selec.on, salmon have been able to persist, and even thrive, by developing 

some rather unique and impressive characteris.cs and abili.es which enhance their gene.c diversity, including: 

the ability to “navigate” and migrate enormous distances; 

a very fine-tuned “homing” ability that allows them to return to their natal streams, while at the same .me having sufficient 

straying capability to colonize new or previously lost habitats; 

a life-history which results in the bulk of the popula.on being at sea during the “catastrophic” natural disturbances (e.g., 

floods, wildfire, drought, etc.) which occur periodically within their freshwater habitat; 

tetraploid chromosomes, common in plants but unusual in animals, which may provide resistance to adverse gene.c effects 

from inbreeding when popula.ons are low; 

the ability to drama.cally change their kidney func.on so as to be able to move between fresh and salt water, which allows 

them to u.lize the rela.vely rich marine environment for growth and the rela.vely safe freshwater environment for re-

produc.on and ini.al rearing; and 

the ability to evolve quickly to different environments by adop.ng life-history strategies, such as migra.on .ming or body 

size, to a wide variety of different, localized freshwater environments - ranging from intermi@ent streams in southern 

California to alpine lakes near the con.nental divide in Idaho to frequently frozen rivers above the Arc.c Circle in Alaska 

and Canada. 

 

Management 

Managing salmon resources involves preven.ng overharvest, protec.ng and restoring habitat, managing hydro and other 

Jeffrey J. Dose, Ph.D. 

Fisheries Biologist 
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dams, and augmenta.on of wild popula.ons with hatchery produc.on.  While counter-intui.ve, large-scale hatchery produc.on 

does not usually produce more fish and can seriously reduce fitness of wild popula.ons.  Most current hatchery prac.ces, such as 

supplemen.ng or augmen.ng wild popula.ons with hatchery-bred fish produced from ar.ficial (rather than natural) mate selec-

.on, are an.the.cal to the goal.  Addi.onally, hatchery produc.on requires a large investment of funds that might be be@er 

spent on habitat acquisi.on and restora.on, alterna.ve energy sources, law enforcement or be@er monitoring and evalua.on.  It 

is not uncommon for the return of one hatchery salmon to cost hundreds or thousands of dollars.  The majority of which is paid 

by taxpayers and ratepayers, not from the sale of licenses and tags. 

 

Among other effects, gene.c changes are con-

tribu.ng to the problem of salmon declines.  

Most recent research has shown significant re-

duc.ons in salmon and steelhead produc.on 

when hatchery fish are spawning with wild fish, 

even at fairly low levels (~10-15%) of hatchery 

fish.  In addi.on to gene.c effects from inter-

breeding, impacts to wild salmon begin as soon 

as the hatchery fish are released into the rivers 

and streams.  These poten.ally include disease 

transmission, compe..on, direct preda.on, 

altered migratory behavior, and altered preda-

tor survival and behavior.  

 

In addi.on to these direct effects, the release of 

millions of hatchery reared fish (and their sub-

sequent return) makes it nearly impossible to 

assess accurately the status of many wild 

stocks.  This is further exacerbated during periods of high ocean produc.vity when hatchery fish survive (and spawn) at much 

higher rates than at other .mes.  The offspring from these pairings are unmarked and are essen.ally indis.nguishable (without 

gene.c analysis) from true wild stocks.  They are then usually counted, inappropriately, as wild.  

Despite the large body of scien.fic informa.on that portrays the damage done, there has been li@le real change in the current 

hatchery/harvest paradigm.  The effects on mixed-stock fisheries are evaluated as large, coast-wide aggregates while poten.ally 

devasta.ng impacts on local popula.on segments go unevaluated, and unreported.  Similarly, there has been very li@le change in 

land and water uses that affect salmon habitat.   

 

As to habitat “restora.on,” most of what has been done to date is the uncoordinated treatment of some of the more obvious 

symptoms, while totally ignoring the causes – like widespread clearcuJng and road building in forest watersheds, unrestricted 

livestock grazing, diversions of large amounts of water from stream channels for irriga.on and domes.c use, urban and industrial 

development on and adjacent to floodplains, and the con.nued construc.on (or reten.on) of more dams.  Successful, wide-

spread restora.on of wild salmon stocks will require a significant paradigm shiM from current approaches.    

Many researchers have concluded that for restora.on programs to succeed there must be a shiM away from simplis.c techno-

fixes – such as hatcheries for low fish numbers or log structures for poor habitat condi.ons – to ecologically-based restora.on of 

watershed processes.  

 

Conclusion 

I’ll conclude with a quote from the book Salmon Without Rivers, (Lichatowich, 1999, page 219) in which he concluded:  

 

Today we are faced with a legacy of more than a century of salmon management based on a faulty set of assump�ons.  Nat-

ural salmon habitats have been wrecked while we have spent hundreds of millions of dollars on hatcheries, chasing the 

foolish dream of producing salmon without rivers.  Every independent scien�fic review of the current management sys-

tem has called for a major overhaul, but bureaucra�c salmon managers s�ll cling to the status quo, defend their hatch-

ery programs, and embrace without thinking the outmoded worldview from which hatcheries first emerged in 1872.  
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Help them save the world. 

 

Ken Carloni, Ph.D. 

Education Committee Chair 
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Alexander’s Greek Cuisine  
541.672.6442 alexandersgreekcuisine.com   

Ben More Mountain Ranch 
541.459.2704 kmroberson52@yahoo.com 
 
Brandborg Vineyard and Winery 
541.584.2870 brandborgwine.com 

Commonwealth Garden 
541.839.6067commonwalth452@gmail.com 

 The Harvest Store 
 541.679.4524  www.harveststore.biz 

James A. Arneson, P.C. 
541.378.4674 arnesongroup.com  
 
Medicine Flower 
541.492.1607  medicineflower.com  

Newcastle Solar 
541.396.2100 newcastlesolar.net   

North Umpqua River Vaca5on Rental Homes 
541.496.4580  northumpquaretrreat.com   

Patricia Ferrell-French, A�orney at Law 
503.656.4154  willame@elaw.com    

Richard Chasm, Timberland Owner 
541.430.2161 Richard.chasm@earthlink.net    

Golden Construc5on, John Hunter 
541.679.4303     

River Sounds Music 
541.679.7077  

River’s Edge Winery 
541.584.2357  riversedgewinery.com  

Sutherlin Veterinary Hospital 
541.459.9577 sutherlinvethospital.com   

While Away Books 
541.957.1751  whileawaybooksespresso.com 

Wild Rose Vineyard 
541.679.1433  wildrosevinyard.com    

Workmates Copy Center 
541.673-5506 workmates@rosenet.net   

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


