
 

Dedicated to the protection and restoration of the ecosystems  

of the Umpqua watershed and beyond through education, 

training, advocacy and ecologically sound stewardship. 

 
 

Dear Friends and Supporters: 
Well, 2020 threw us a big ol’ curveball, but I believe we knocked it out of the park anyway!  I couldn’t be more 
proud of the way our board and staff responded with grace and creativity to make this year another resounding 
success.  And I couldn’t be more grateful to all of you who stepped up and continued to support us even when 
your world was also turned upside down.  So I’d like to take a moment to assure you that your trust in us was 
well-placed by highlighting some important accomplishments we’ve made over the last year despite the 
pandemic. 
 

Conservation:  The Wilderness Committee’s 
Crater Lake Wilderness Campaign is 
continuing to forge ahead to protect our 
crown jewel national park and associated 
backcountry.  Although there has been 
tremendous push-back from knee-jerk 
industry operatives, the economic benefits to 
our county are clear.  Wilderness Committee 
members are making significant headway in 
getting the message out that healthy 
environments support healthy economies.  
We are greatly encouraged that a new, more eco-friendly administration will soon be moving into the White 
House – the Wilderness Committee folks are busy mapping, producing a promotional video, and meeting with 
our representatives in congress to bring wilderness status to Crater Lake and the forests and rivers it anchors.  

 

Former board member Stan Petrowski was instrumental in 
negotiating limits on the “take” of Umpqua Basin Spring 
Chinook on the main stem and south fork of the Umpqua 
River this year, and in developing the petition to protect 
springers under the Endangered Species Act. Our beaver 
advocacy, conservation & restoration efforts continue, 
including a petition to initiate rulemaking to permanently 
close commercial and recreational beaver trapping on 
federally managed public lands. 
 

For several years, we have identified the hiring of a paid 
Conservation Director as a major priority, and early this year we hired Angela Jensen to fill that role.  Those of 
you who have followed her reports in our newsletter know that she has hit the ground running, keeping UW 
engaged in timber sale monitoring, in our partnership with WaterWatch, the Steamboaters, the Native Fish 
Society, Oregon Wild and others to upgrade or remove the Winchester Dam to improve fish passage, in 
commenting on the plan to shift management of the Elliott State Forest to Oregon State University, and other 
issues affecting our forests and rivers. 
 

Restoration:   Members of UW’s board of directors continue to serve on the board of the Umpqua Oak 
Partnership, and continue to work with the Yew Creek Land Alliance, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service to restore critical oak habitat while keeping CO2 out of our 
atmosphere by sequestering carbon in biochar. The climate-driven Archie Creek fire shocked our community, 
and we are saddened by the losses suffered by our friends and neighbors, many of them UW supporters.  We 

https://nativefishsociety.org/news-media/new-science-are-fall-chinook-turn-into-spring-chinook 
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expect to be involved in the rehabilitation efforts to restore riparian habitats in the burned areas. On the South 
Umpqua, our collaborative efforts, again led by Stan, have supported the acquisition of federal dollars to 
restore thousands of acres of public and private forest in the Elk Creek watershed. 
 

Education:  Thanks to your generous response to our 2020 AmeriCorps Funding 
Campaign, our K-12 initiatives continue to grow and thrive under the dynamic 
leadership of outgoing AmeriCorps member Robyn Bath-Rosenfeld, and our 
newest member, Ryan Kincaid.  Robyn responded to the pandemic by creating 
the Home Explorer program, and Ryan is taking that program to new heights as 
she develops more opportunities for folks of all ages to learn about the wonders 
of the natural world. Ryan has also instituted environmental book clubs for youth 
and families in our community. Stay tuned for her new radio show  
“Living Downstream” beginning in January. 
 

Outreach:  We continue to keep our members engaged despite the 
pandemic with virtual versions of our Annual Banquet and River 
Appreciation Day.  KQUA is now streaming, so you can listen to us 

wherever you have internet!  Visit the 
station’s new website, KQUA.org.   
Diana Pace has been leading COVID-
compliant hikes, and we have 
organized individuals to do river 
clean-ups alone or with their pods.  
Our members have participated in environmentally relevant webcasts, and 
our winter edition of 100 Valleys is now out. 
 

Administration: We are so fortunate to have dedicated staff and 
volunteers. Melanie MacKinnon, our Office Manager, does an 
outstanding job managing the organization’s day-to-day activities, 
even in the midst of the pandemic. Our volunteer Executive 

Director, Kasey Hovik, 
Outreach Coordinator, 
Janice Reid, and Treasurer, 
Mark Eason, spend many 
hours working each month 
to ensure we continue to 
move forward in the pursuit of our mission. Our Board of Directors 
continues to do a great job working collaboratively to support our staff 
and volunteers. 

 

  
For the Wild,  
 

 
Ken Carloni, President 

“PROTECT THE BEST AND RESTORE THE REST”  

We’re proud of these and all of our other accomplishments this year.  
But we need your help to keep up the momentum!  If you support 
what we are doing, please consider bolstering that support by going to 
https://umpquawatersheds.org/ and making a tax-deductible 
financial contribution.  Also, please consider adding UW to your will or 
trust.  Visit https://umpquawatersheds.org/legacy-giving for more 
information on Legacy Giving.  We have the dedicated staff and 
volunteers, and the can-do spirit to accomplish even more in 2021.  
Please help us continue to -- 
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